
Accelerating the Implementation 
of the NHIA Act to Improve Health 

Insurance Coverage in Nigeria





Mohammed Nasir Sambo is a professor of Health Policy and Management with a strong bias in Healthcare 

Financing. He is the Director General/CEO of the National Health Insurance Authority (NHIA). An alumnus of the 

World Bank Institute For Healthcare Financing, he was a member of various Ministerial Technical Working Groups 

(TWGs) that shaped key health policies in Nigeria.

Prof Sambo trained as a public health physician and was a visiting scholar to the University of Aberdeen, Scotland. 

He has been a consultant to UNDP, UNICEF DFID, the British Council, GTZ amongst others. 

Before his present appointment, he was Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, ABU, Head of Department, 

Community Medicine, ABU and provost of the College of Medicine, Kaduna State University. He also holds a 

master’s degree in international law and diplomacy. He is a recipient of the Semper Fidelis Award and a member 

of the prestigious UK Faculty of Public Health.

Barrister Mrs Blessing Nienge is the General Manager Legal Services Department of the National Health Insurance 

Authority (NHIA). She is a Lawyer of over 30 years at the Nigerian bar. An erudite scholar, purpose-driven and 

passionate about her job. She has acquired professional training within and outside Nigeria.

She is a team leader, whose versatility in matters of Litigation, Alternative Dispute Resolution and Corporate 

Services is profound.

She has headed various Departments and Divisions in the Authority. Most remarkable under her leadership at the 

Legal Department is the passing of the NHIS Bill 2019 by the National Assembly and the assent granted on May 19, 

2022, by the President and Commander in Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Gen. Mohammadu Buhari 

(GCFR). 

BEN AKABUEZE is currently the Director General of the Budget Office of the Federation. Prior to this, he had 

served for over eight years as the Honourable Commissioner for Economic Planning & Budget, Lagos State, 

Nigeria. Ben is a distinguished banker, accountant, administrator and development economist. He holds a first 

class honours B.Sc degree in Accounting from the University of Lagos and an Advanced Management 

Programme Certificate from the Lagos Business School.

He has attended several courses/conferences on accounting, banking, corporate/public finance and leadership in 

Nigeria and many other countries. Ben is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria (FCA), 

Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Bankers (FCIB) and Fellow of the Institute of Credit Administrators (FICA). He 

had over 23 years’ experience in Accounting, Consulting and Banking, including serving as Managing 

Director/Chief Executive of NAL Bank Plc (2000-2005) prior to joining the public sector.

Dr Eke Jonathan is the General Manager, Formal Sector Department at the National Health Insurance Authority.  

He joined the National Health Insurance Scheme in 2001 and has over the years worked and contributed to the 

design and implementation of various NHIA programmes aimed at providing platforms for the various 

socioeconomic groups to be covered by the Scheme.  

Dr Eke graduated from the University of Calabar as a medical doctor. He studied Public Health and obtained an 

MPH Degree.  He later did a programme with the University of York, UK where he obtained a Postgraduate 

Certificate in Health Economics.   He is currently pursuing a PH.D in Health Economics at the University of Benin.  

He has done a lot of work in health financing and Universal Health Coverage in Nigeria, including in the 

development of the State Health Insurance initiative, Guidelines and Manual for the operationalization of the Basic 

Health Care Provision Fund and the National Health Insurance Authority Act.   



DR. HOPE UWEJA

Dr. Hope Uweja is a recognized national and regional leader in health financing and health systems development 

in Africa. His work has focused primarily in Nigeria through government, international organizations and 

businesses.

Dr. Uweja is the country director for Nigeria at Results for Development (R4D), where he oversees the 

organization’s cross-cutting practice areas in health, education and nutrition. He oversees and contributes to 

strategy and program development and delivery, partner and donor management, thought leadership, research 

design, knowledge building and collaborative learning efforts.

He led the task force that executed the NHIS/MDG maternal and child health program in Nigeria between 2008 

and 2011 which resulted in access to primary and secondary care for over 1.5 million pregnant women and 

children annually in 12 states. He also led the team that carried out a national assessment of community health 

insurance schemes.

Dr Chike Nwangwu is the Chief Executive Officer of NOIPolls Limited. With over 18 years of experience in data 

management, consulting, research, monitoring and evaluation, Dr Chike oversees the general management of 

the company’s day-to-day operations. 

Dr Nwangwu is a medical doctor and got his MBBS from the University of Nigeria. He also has a Doctor of Public 

Health (DrPH) and a Master of Public Health (MPH) from Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD USA.  

Prior to joining NOIPolls, Dr Chike worked with Health Strategy and Delivery Foundation (HSDF), FHI360, MSH, 

Global Fund and the World Bank. He is a Lives Saved Tool (LiST) expert and is certified in performance-based 

financing (PBF). Dr Chike has provided support for large-scale community-based surveys like the expansion of 

the SMART survey in Nigeria to cover the entire country and the Nigerian Demographic and Health Survey 2013. 

Dr Chike is passionate about data and evidence gathering across all sectors and expanding NOIPolls operations 

across the West-African sub-region. 

Hellen Beyioku-Alase holds a bachelor’s degree in Guidance and Counseling from the University of Abuja, Nigeria. She 

is a Deaf & disability rights activist and a RECOGNISING expert with over 10 years of experience in the Sexual and 

Reproductive Health Rights of women with Disabilities especially deaf women and girls in Nigeria. 

She is the Executive Director of the Deaf Women Aloud Initiative (DWAI), an NGO aimed at amplifying the voice of 

deaf women in Nigeria as well as raising awareness among general populations about sensitive issues that affect deaf 

women and their children generally. Prior to this, she held the positions of National President of the Deaf Women 

Association of Nigeria (DWAN) and Welfare Secretary of the Mandela Washington Fellowship Alunmi Association of 

Nigeria (MWFAAN). 

Mrs Hellen Beyioku-Alase is passionate about sensitive issues that affect the Deaf, Women with Disabilities and 

children, especially maternal health care, sexual and reproductive health rights & sign-language accessibility in 

Nigeria. She has successfully implemented and carried out major projects aimed at improving access to healthcare, 

service delivery and information for deaf people.



Prince Nnamdi Epunah, is the Chairman of Painted Abuja Taxi’s. He is a seasoned professional. He brings 
extensive expertise in leading and managing operations to ensure a seamless and customer-centric experience 
for all passengers and drivers.

Dr Jadesola Idowu is the Chief Operating Officer at Axa Mansard Limited where she oversees the operations of 
AXA Health Nigeria. She is a Consultant Family Physician and Public Health Specialist with over 22 years of 
experience. Dr Idowu has a master’s in public health and is a fellow of the Royal Society of Public Health.

Prior to joining Axa Mansard, she worked with Hygeia HMO, Chevron Nigeria Limited, Mobil and Premier 
Specialist Hospital.

Dr Idowu obtained a fellowship degree in Family Medicine in the year 2020. She is a fellow of the West African 
College of Physicians (WACP) and a fellow of the National Postgraduate Medical College of Nigeria (NPMCN).

Dr Oritseweyimi Ogbe is the Chief Medical Officer and the Programme Lead for the Basic Health Care Provision 
Fund (BHCPF) at the National Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA)

Dr. Oritseweyimi OGBE is a Chief Medical Officer and the Programme Lead for the Basic Health Care Provision 
Fund (BHCPF) at the National Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA). He directly superintends the 
daily implementation of the NPHCDA component of Nigeria’s Basic Health Care Provision Fund (BHCPF) an 
innovative financing mechanism backed by an act of Parliament, which aims at catalysing Nigeria’s progress 
towards Universal Health Coverage, through primary health care systems strengthening. 

Prior to his current position, Dr. Ogbe has worked in various capacities within the NPHCDA, providing technical 
expertise in health systems development and health financing, including previously serving as the Head of the 
Head Financing and supporting two Executive Director/CEOs as Technical Advisor. Dr Ogbe has either lead or 
directly supported the development of innovative national strategies, concepts and guidelines. He has also on 
several national committees contributing to national and regional policies and strategies; and has been integral to 
the implementation of various inter-governmental and donor related programmes and grants.

Dr Olumide Okunola is Senior Health Specialist, World Bank Group and he supports health systems 

strengthening reforms across several Sub-Saharan African countries. He is a policy entrepreneur who actively 

engages with stakeholders on broad ranging issues and initiatives on country and regional health financing 

policies, strategies, and programs for Universal Health Coverage. 

He is passionate about bringing innovative and inclusive approaches to healthcare delivery in Africa. His work 

spans alternative financing models for healthcare infrastructure, institutionalising quality in healthcare and 

mainstreaming gender in the health sector.

His Royal Highness, Prof. Jetta Bawa Sanwolo is the Esu of Jikwoyi. He ascended  the throne in 1995 and was 

officially crowned in 1996, where he has diligently ruled as the esteemed king of Jikwoyi, a rural region located 

just east of Abuja in the Federal Capital Territory. Over the years, he has demonstrated his unwavering 

commitment to human rights advocacy and he has a profound passion for upholding justice throughout his 

remarkable 27-year reign.



Felix Abrahams Obi is an Associate Program Director with Results for Development Institute (R4D); a US-based 
non-profit that has been providing healthcare financing technical assistance to the Government of Nigeria for 
the roll-out and implementation of the Basic Health Care Provision Fund (BHCPF), in addition to the design and 
establishment of Social Health Insurance Schemes in some states in Nigeria.

He has over 15 years of experience in the translation and use of research evidence to inform health policies and 
programmes. His research interests include health systems, policy analysis, healthcare management, health 
financing, global health, and development, as well as prevention and control of non-communicable diseases, 
health promotion, and wellness, health behavior change management, etc.

Felix Obi belongs to several professional bodies. He currently represents the African region on the Executive 
Board of Health Systems Global (HSG) and serves as a member of the executive management team of the 
African Health Economics and Policy Association (AfHEA) as well as the West African Network of Emerging 
Leaders (WANEL) in health policy and systems. 

Chief Mrs Felicia Sani is the National Market Women Leader.She  holds a degree in Banking and Finance from 

the University of Benin. With her extensive experience in banking, she served as a branch manager of the 

African Continental Bank.

In addition to her work in finance, Chief Mrs Felicia Sani is also known for her entrepreneurial spirit. In 1973, she 

founded the Yanga Market in Benin, and in 1976, she established the Kasuwa Market in Jos. Her dedication to 

business and community development has been an inspiration to many.

She  is deeply committed to Nigeria, and she often speaks about it as her constituency. Her passion for her 

country is evident in all she does, and her impact has been widely felt. 

Professor Olumide Ayodele is an economist with extensive experience in policy research, economic analysis and 

provision of advisory services to governments. He is well experienced in policy dialogue, advocacy and capacity 

development.

Olumide had a distinguished career lecturing at undergraduate and postgraduate levels in various universities. 

He is an expert in public financial management, legislative strengthening, strategic planning and development 

evaluation.

A scholar with in-depth knowledge of fiscal and social sector issues in Nigeria, he is a member of the Nigerian 

Economic Society, the African Finance and Economic Association, and the African Economic Research 

Consortium. Skilled in statistical and econometric analysis, Olumide has published extensively on economic 

issues in scholarly journals and consulted for some international organisations.

He is currently a Technical Adviser to the Director General, Budget Office of the Federation. Prior to this, he 

provided advisory services at the think-tank of the National Assembly of Nigeria and coordinated the 

implementation of two UNIDO development projects. 



Kemisola Agbaoye oversees all program activities and leads implementation of the Global 

Advocacy and Prevent Epidemics projects. With a keen interest in health policy, advocacy and 

communications, she has worked across health security, health financing and health systems 

strengthening focus areas, and ardently advocates for issues in these areas. She has ongoing 

research interests in the use of evidence to influence health policy and regularly contributes to the 

Nigeria Health Watch editorial on this.

Chibuike Alagboso is a Senior Programme Manager at Nigeria Health Watch. Chibuike has nearly a 

decade of experience in health communication and public health advocacy. He is passionate about 

leveraging strategic communication and storytelling to advocate for impactful public health 

policies. 

His experience spans social enterprise sector and has received various awards and fellowships 

including Mandela Washington Fellowship for Young African Leaders, LEDE fellowship, and 

Journalist-in-residence fellowship. He writes, facilitates training, and mentors journalists on 

solutions journalism within and outside Nigeria and currently leading the Solutions Journalism 

Africa Initiative as Senior Programme Manager. Chibuike has a bachelor's in medical laboratory 

science.

Dr Gafar Alawode is a Managing Partner at DGI Consult Ltd and leads the GHAI-funded Prevent 

Epidemics project as a Project Director.

He is an experienced Public Health practitioner and a seasoned Programme Manager. He has 

managed several donor-funded development projects at the senior level in Nigeria and other 

developing countries, including Liberia and Uganda.

Dr Alawode was Country Manager for Liverpool Associates in Tropical Health (LATH), State Team 

Lead for the DFID-funded Partnership for Transforming Health System 2 (PATHS2), Chief of Party for 

the USAID-funded Health Finance and Governance project, and Country Director for Health Policy 

Plus. 

He designed and worked with other stakeholders to introduce UHC-related innovations, including 

the Legislative Network for UHC and UHC 2023 Forum, where he led a team of health policy 

advocates to develop a citizen-led health agenda geared towards shaping the health manifestos of 

political parties.

He is a Member of the UK Faculty of Public Health (MFPH) of the Royal College of Physicians.
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